ABSTRACT 


A polarizing conversion device in accordance with the 
invention includes a first optical element for condensing an 
incident beam and forming a plurality of intermediate beams 
spatially separated from one another, and a second optical 
element for spatially separating each intermediate beam into 
two polarized beams and aligning the polarization directions 
of the polarized beams, thereby obtaining the same type of 
polarized beams. In the second optical element, a shading 
plate is placed to prevent light from directly entering a 
section corresponding to a reflecting plane of a polarizing-, 
separation unit array. Since the ability of separating the 
intermediate beam into two polarized beams is thereby 
enhanced, it is possible to perform conversion into the same 
type of polarized beams polarized in the same direction, with 
high efficiency. 


